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Guide to Tax Deductions for Performers & In-Person Workers 

Who This Guide Was Written For 

This guide was written specifically for performers and in-person personal-service professionals whose income 
comes from live appearances, venues, events, or direct client engagement. Examples include exotic dancers, 
event performers, escorts, and others whose work involves physical presence, bookings, or stage time. 

If your work also includes subscription platforms, digital content, or product sales, additional considerations 
may apply. 

What You Should Get Out of This Guide 

This guide highlights common and legitimate expense categories applicable to these types of businesses, 
along with effective ways to track them responsibly, which is essential for maximizing deductions and 
maintaining accurate records.  

As an independent contractor, you can and should claim deductions against your income for any expenses 
legitimately incurred in the course of conducting your business. The challenge is to maximize your deductions 
without claiming expenses that aren’t allowed. Deciding whether to claim an expense can get especially tricky 
when the purchase can be used for both business and personal purposes. 
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Why Tracking Business Expenses Can Become Complicated 

In-person performance businesses often involve: 

●​ Fees taken “off the top” by venues, houses, or booking agents​
 

●​ Significant appearance-related expenses that can also be classified as personal​
 

●​ Travel between multiple work locations​
 

These realities are common — but they require more intentional recordkeeping to understand how well your 
business is operating and avoid problems at tax time. 

This guide focuses on legitimate expense categories commonly used in these businesses and on how to track 
them responsibly. 

 

Common Expense Categories for Performers 

Income-Related & Access Costs 

These are costs required to earn income: 

●​ Stage fees, house fees, or booking fees​
 

●​ Agency or management commissions​
 

●​ Platform or app transaction fees​
 

●​ Payment processing fees​
 

Pro tip:​
Don’t simply record the net amount you receive; tracking gross income and fees separately helps you 
understand your total earnings and expenses more accurately. 
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If a venue or platform remits net payouts, track gross income and fees separately to help you feel more 
confident about your financial clarity and control. Recording only net deposits can leave you uncertain about 
your actual earnings versus expenses. 

 

Wardrobe, Appearance & Presentation 

Expenses in this category must be clearly business-specific and documented carefully to help you feel secure 
that your deductions are legitimate and well-supported. 

●​ Costumes or stage wear used exclusively for work​
 

●​ Performance props​
 

●​ Wardrobe storage or maintenance​
 

●​ Hair, makeup, and grooming services tied directly to performances​
 

Pro Tip:​
Use caution when claiming this type of expense. Everyday clothing or routine personal grooming is generally 
not deductible. 

 

Travel & Mobility 

●​ Mileage to gigs, venues, or bookings​
 

●​ Parking, tolls, and transportation fees​
 

●​ Lodging for out-of-town performances​
 

●​ Transportation between work locations (not commuting)​
 

Pro Tip:​
Make sure that the transportation expense was strictly for business.  Exclude personal errands or commuting 
mileage. Keeping logs up to date is essential.  
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Safety, Security & Professional Support 

Depending on the nature of the work, this may include: 

●​ Security services for events or appearances​
 

●​ Professional memberships or associations​
 

●​ Legal, tax, or bookkeeping services​
 

These expenses should be documented with a clear business purpose. 

 

Marketing & Client Acquisition 

●​ Promotional photoshoots​
 

●​ Booking platform or website fees​
 

●​ Advertising or promotion​
 

●​ Branded materials or digital presence​
 

 

Administrative & Workspace Expenses 

●​ Phone expenses for business bookings and scheduling​
 

●​ Internet services you use for work communications​
 

●​ Office supplies for bookings or administration​
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Situations That Often Require Extra Organization 

●​ Working at multiple venues or having different kinds of booking arrangements​
 

●​ Mixing personal and business funds​
 

●​ Using a stage name that is different from your legal name​
 

●​ Receiving income that you know will not be reported on a tax form​
 

●​ Income reversals such as refunds, chargebacks, or withheld payouts​
 

These situations are common and are permissible, but they often cause confusion and require special attention 
when organizing records. 

 

You May Need Cleanup First If: 
●​ Only net payouts were recorded instead of gross income and fees​

 
●​ Cash income was not tracked consistently​

 
●​ Venue or house fees were not recorded separately​

 
●​ Mileage or travel was estimated after the fact​

 
●​ Income sources were not reconciled together​

 

If two or more apply, cleanup work before filing may reduce errors, stress, and unwanted surprises. 
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Why Keeping Financial Records is So Important 

Many performers use informal tracking methods or spreadsheets, which is normal, but keeping well-organized 
records not only helps you claim maximum deductions but also provides valuable insights into your business 
performance. 

 

Ready for the Next Step? 

Download our Tax Prep Checklist and Basic Expense Tracker to help you organize your records, making you 
feel prepared and reducing stress before filing. You can download this material using the Deductible 

Expense Resources page. 
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